
 

A partnership between the Yellowstone River Parks Association 
(YRPA) and  Montana Audubon has made the Audubon 
Conservation Education Center possible. YRPA has led efforts to 
restore the site and construct a facility to support  programs. 
Audubon is responsible for program development and sustaining 
operations over the long term. Program partners include the City of 
Billings, Billings School District 2, and the Friendship House. 

An Emerging Vision 
For several years, under the guidance of 
dedicated teachers and community volun-
teers, students from local schools have dili-
gently worked to transform a gravel pit into 
wildlife habitat. Through that process, the 
students have changed not only the place but 
themselves. The seeds they’ve planted have 
taken root in their minds as well as on the 
land. And through their effort, a revitalized 
landscape is emerging along South Billings 
Boulevard. It is the Audubon Conservation 
Education Center, where people come to 
discover, study, and celebrate the natural 
heritage of the Yellowstone River Basin. 

Project Summary 

The Audubon Conservation Education Center serves the community of Billings and 
south central Montana with programs that raise awareness and appreciation for the natural and cultural heri-
tage of the Yellowstone River region. Through current programs and restoration efforts, the Center has gained 
broad and diverse support within the Billings community.  School district administrators, teachers, businesses, 
and other community leaders have come to recognize the Center as a place supporting our schools, our com-
munity, and our environment.  As the Center grows, citizens of all ages will have the opportunity to partici-
pate in active exploration, natural history workshops, restoration projects, wildlife monitoring, environmental 
research, and enjoyment of interpretive trails. 
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The Partners 

 “I learned how to live”  
(8-year old summer camp partici-
pant) Photo: Paul Belanger 

The Site 
The Audubon Conservation Education Center is a 27-acre former 
gravel mine being restored to an outdoor native plant arboretum 
representing the major plant communities of eastern and south-
central Montana. The ideal location is adjacent to the Yellowstone 
River and minutes from the urban center of Billings. The site 
anchors the growing Yellowstone Greenway public trail system and 
is adjacent to the 115-acre Riverfront Park.  

AUDUBON CONSERVATION  EDUCATION  CENTER  



Our Immediate Goal: $190,000 
The immediate goal is to raise $190,000, which will allow us to 1) 
support one year of school and community programs, 2) complete 
installation of public interpretive trail and information kiosks,  and 3) 
complete native habitat demonstration site. Long term, we will secure a 
$1,000,000 operations endowment. 

P
ho

to
: P

au
l B

el
an

ge
r 

Education Programs 
At the Audubon Conservation Education Center we believe that place-
based education can affect how we view our relationship to and with 
our environment. The roots of developing a sense of place are 
established early in life through direct personal experiences in nature 
and reinforced over time. Over the next two years, we will provide 
programming for K-12 science and environmental education, summer 
programs, natural history tours for families and adults, university 
internships, and professional trainings for teachers.  Our long-term 
vision is to engage at least 5,000 students and 1,000 adults annually. 

“Outdoor excursions to the ACEC are critical to reinforcing the ecological 
concepts learned in the classroom, and instilling in students a sense of place 
- an understanding of their environment in south-central Montana”  
(John Miller, Billings West High School Science Teacher) 

Site Restoration 
The Audubon Conservation Education Center site restoration plan will 
demonstrate native aquatic, grassland, and woodland plant communities 
common in south central Montana.  Since site restoration began in 1998, 
over 50,000 native trees and shrubs have been planted by students and 
community volunteers. Diversity and abundance of native species has 
steadily increased, and now include a wide diversity of amphibians and 
reptiles, migrating and breeding birds, and aquatic and terrestrial insects.  
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The Wet Lab 
Montana Audubon and YRPA are working together to build an envi-
ronmental science lab that will support program activities.  The multi-
use building will demonstrate green building design and construction, 
provide state-of-the-art research and classroom space, offices for pro-
gram staff, and storage space for education and restoration equipment. 
Bauer Architect Group of Billings has incorporated teacher and com-
munity input to develop the building design.  

Contact Us: For more information, visit our website at www.mtaudubon.org  
or contact us at 406-370-9221, pbelanger@mtaudubon.org  

  


