Summary of YVAS Osprey Project  for  2010

The Osprey Project conducted by YVAS members with assistance from Montana Dept. of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and in cooperation with Yellowstone Valley Electric Co. was initiated in 2009.  Osprey nest locations from Big Timber to the confluence of the Big Horn and Yellowstone Rivers were recorded, GPS located, and mapped.  In the spring of 2010, a nesting platform and pole was constructed and erected by Yellowstone Valley Electric at the Duck Creek fishing access.   This nesting platform was intended to be an alternate nesting site replacing a nest at the Duck Creek Bridge.  The old nest presented an electrocution and power outage hazard.  The new nest was partially used this year and will become a permanent nest site in future years.

This year, 26 Osprey nests were surveyed for activity throughout the nesting season.  The results are as follows:

· 10 nests produced 17 fledged Osprey.

· 6 nests had adult Osprey activity in the spring but no young were seen.

· 6 nests had no Osprey activity at all.

· 3 nests were blown or torn down.

· 1 nest was occupied by Canada geese.

Some observations of interest resulted from this year’s survey.  At times more than one pair of adult Osprey was seen at or near a nest site.  This is normal since Osprey often do not breed until they are 3 to 5 years old.  These sub-adults probably hang out around the nesting birds.  It is important to be able to distinguish between adults and juvenile birds.  The juveniles have lighter colored edging on the upper wing and back feathers.  These feathers are dark brown on the adults.  Males and females can be distinguished by the larger female size and the presence of brown streaks forming a “necklace” across the breast while males are smaller and have solid white breasts.

Some of the nests where young were not observed but still had adult activity indicate that the fledgling survey may need to be move up from August to mid-late July.  Many of the young were fledged by August this year.  Baling twine was abundantly found in a majority of the nests.  How many Osprey died or were injured by becoming ensnared in the twine was not able to be determined but its presence has definitely been shown to be a hazard to adult Osprey and chicks. 

Since this was the first year that survey data was available for this area, no comparison to previous years can be made.  As the surveys continue in future years, this data base will provide important information for the management of Ospreys and add to the richness and diversity of the Yellowstone River ecosystem.  

Sincere thanks to those who donated their time, monies, and support to the Osprey Project.  We will definitely need assistance again next year.

Future plans include adding more nest sites to the nest survey as they are found, working with electric power companies and co-ops to provide alternate nesting platforms where power line conflicts occur, and exploring the possibility of erecting an Osprey nesting platform and video camera for education and research at the Audubon Conservation and Research Center here in Billings.  
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