YELLOWSTONE VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY

FROM THE PRAIRIES TO THE PEAKS
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Don Youngbauer, Chair of the !"##$%& '$(")
(54 ) $(&"-, [ +$()0+&'-+1").$2(1+#) will
present a wide range of Yellowstone River
issues to the chapter membership at our Feb-
ruary 15th chapter meeting.

Ever since the council was founded in 1999,
the YVAS chapter has been an integral

player and sometimes a watch dog in a part-
nership with the council that identifies com-
mon river resource issues and how to main-
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tain a healthy riverine eco-system. Don will
tell us how partnerships influence the council
and its activities to the benefit of everyone

who values and uses the river.

The council was formed after the Yellow-
stone River flooding in 1996-97, which
pushed river issues into public debate and
highlighted the need for a public forum to
develop a common vision and partnership for
the Yellowstone. The council is composed
of two representatives from the eleven Con-
servation Districts bordering the Yellowstone
and is supported by a broad range of govern-
ment agencies as well as NGOs and other
stakeholders dedicated to the conservation of
the river.

2 Robert Lubbers
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The YVAS Board looks forward to a busy year in 2010. Here is a brief summary of some of our activities.
We are continuing discussions with Montana Audubon to develop an Important Bird Area (IBA) in our area.
We are in the very beginning stages of what will eventually be a large, ongoing project. Look for updates on
our progress and how you can be involved. For more information about Important Bird Areas in the state, see
the Montana Audubon website at mtaudubon.org. YVAS representatives to the MTAudubon Board (Jeanne
Olson, Deb Regele and Rita Harding) recently returned from the January MTAudubon Board meeting where
we received updates on activities of other state chapters, (a lot of involvement in IBAs) as well as future plans

and fundraising activity for the state organization.
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YVAS Conservation Grant Awarded to Roberts School
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bon Education Centers in communities around the country, such as our own Audubon Conservation Edu-
cation Center. As Audubon begins a nationwide search for a new leader, Dr. Frank Gill, well-known cur-
rent national Board Member and former Audubon Chief Scientist, will be serving as interim President.
John Flicker will take some well deserved time off (birding!) but will return to work with Audubon in a
QHZ FDSDFLW\ WR DGYDQFH $XGXERQYV YLWDO PLVVLRQ
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a difference, and (3) is a lot of fun. The GBBC is a way for people of all ages and all levels of bird watch-
ing experience to engage in valuable citizen science. Your checklist will contribute necessary information
for conservation when you enter your tally online. To participate in the GBBC is easy.

1. Visit www.birdcount.org for easy to follow instructions and to download a bird checklist for your area.
2. Count the birds you see, wherever you choose to count.

3. After at least 15 minutes of watching in one location, report your results online at
www.birdcount.org. (you can of course count for more than 15 minutes)

4. You can repeat your count at the same place or visit other locations during the days of the GBBC.
Submit new checklists for each new count.

5. View your results: online maps and lists are updated throughout the count, making it easy to see
how your birds fit into the big picture.

6. There is also opportunity to post bird photos or a video about your GBBC experience. See
www.birdcount.org for more information.

The GBBC is led by the National Audubon Society and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, with support from
Wild Birds Unlimited.
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As many of you know, we offer membership iné
YVAS as Supporting Chapter Members for $20.00 F)$"D$%$/l())%+$%"D%"%+$+O$1%(A%5E$%4"56(/")%7*8*0(/?/09(:GG

E $5;H%%I1%*/8$1D5"/8%5 E"5%1%B6))%1$:$6'$%5E$%7*8*0(/%C"#"J6/$°
bership. Although the National Audubon Society 189%K$))(BD5(/$%L"))$:%7*8*0(/%9(:6$5:%M):$1H%%C " N$%:ES:N%

gives complimentary membership in our chapter as a DS$/5065(%; (U5E 1 (H#EY6A"56(/") %7 800k
Therefore, we strongly £ '
encourage you to join our chapter as Supporting §
Chapter Members. Use the bottom application form
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per year. We do this to help pay the costs of mem-

benefit, no dues come to us.

on the right to join as Supporting Chapter Members
or to renew your chapter member.

An application for initial membership in the National
Audubon Society is also printed in each YVAS Flyer §
(see application form on top right). If you are NOT a ¢

member of the NAS and wish to be, please use this
form to join and send it, along with the fee, to the

address provided. Our chapter will then receive pay- ¢

ment for recruiting a new member.

Please note the address label on your issue of the

Yellowstone Valley Flyer. If your label has a date on {

the top, you are a National Audubon Member. If
your label has YVAS and a 2 digit year and month,
you are a Supporting Chapter Member (or both). For
examples, if your address label reads [YVAS JAN
10*] this means your renewal is due by January of
2010. If there is a [*] symbol, it indicates an expired
local membership. Please renew chapter member-
ships when due using the form in the Flyer. Renewal }
of NAS membership is NOT handled by the chapter.
You should renew directly with the NAS.

Moving??? Please let us know as early as possible
when you plan to move. The Post Office does charge
us a fee for returned flyers. Include your old address
as well as your new address so we can track you.
You may write, call, or email the information.

19%Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society offers Sup-

porting Chapter student memberships for a reduced

rate of $10 a year. If you applying for a new student §

membership or are renewing a student membership,
please make sure you leave a note for the member-
ship secretary
indicating your

tion.%

2 Joel Bowers,
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