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Frost lay on the cars in the Rocky parking lot as our YVAS group gathered for the November field trip to the Yellowtail
Dam Afterbay. The group included our leader, George Mowat, as well as Bernie Mowat, Helen Carlson, Jeanne Olson,
Ruth Vanderhorst, Anne Cowan, Rita Harding, Steve and Deb Regele, Tana 2 a Rocky Mountain College student 2 ,
Larry French of Miles City, and me. As usual, the magic began in the parking lot where we were rewarded with the
sighting of a Merlin Falcon high in a tree in the neighborhood.

Along the old highway to Hardin and through the Bighorn River corridor to the Afterbay, we spotted a number of birds,
most exciting of which were an immature Golden Eagle, Rough-legged Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, and a Northern Har-
rier.

We arrived at the Afterbay near lunchtime in the rain, but neither waterfowl nor birdwatchers are put off by a bit of rain,
so we ate our lunches and enjoyed the good company. The remainder of the afternoon, we were warmed by periods of
blue skies and sunshine. The waters and shores of the Afterbay yielded many sights that were new to me, but among the
best were the Hooded and Common Mergansers, the Common and Barrows Goldeneyes, the Bufflehead, and the numer-
ous American Wigeons. However, the nine beautiful Snow Geese were the best gift this day.

After counting 40 species for the day, the group separated at Fort Smith for the drive home. This fine day came to a per-
fect end when a Short-eared Owl lifted off from a fence post and flew across the road in front of my car as the sun set.

2 Nancy Traeger
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http://www.exploritas.org/Programs/search_res.asp?Type=A&StateCode=ME
http://www.projectpuffin.org/
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Thank You

Thanks to all of you who have supported YVAS during this past calendar year with your memberships,
attendance at meetings, participation in field trips, financial contributions and in so many other ways.
A special thank you goes to all of you who have been performing the critical talks of making the organi-
zation work well through your volunteer work. It is great to see so much talent and energy shared so
generously for the good of the group. Have a very happy and productive New Year.

—YVAS President, Ruth Vanderhorst

YVAS Supports Conservation Projects
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All field trips depart from Rocky Mountain College parking lot on Rimrock Road, adjacent to Billings
Studio Theater, unless otherwise noted, and will be by car. All field trips are open to the public. Pas-
sengers will share gas costs with driver when car- pooling. Do make sure you check all field trips
with listing in flyer each month for any changes.
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