
Baling Twine Kills Ospreys 
They Need YOUR Help! 

 
 

 
Baling twine is great for baling hay, but not so 
great for anything else. Ospreys pick up carelessly 
discarded twine and incorporate it into their nests, 
where it becomes a hazard.  Once an Osprey is 
entangled in baling twine, it will die without human 
intervention. They suffer slow, painful deaths from 
infection, starvation, and hanging. Baling twine 
also entangles other birds and wildlife. 

The Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society (YVAS) is 
working to decrease the mortality rate of Ospreys 
trapped in baling twine. You can help! 

 

THE FACTS: 
• Osprey 

entanglement in 
baling twine was 
reported as early 
as the late 1990s 
in Montana. Along 
the Yellowstone 
River, 3-4% of 
osprey chicks are 
entangled each 
year and all would 
die if not rescued. 

• YVAS works 
closely with 
power companies 
and tree 
trimmers to free 
entangled 
Ospreys.  
Unfortunately, 
not all entangled 
Ospreys are 
discovered in 
time (bad for the 
bird). 

• Long pieces of 
baling twine 
hanging from 
nests on power 
poles also pose a risk of 
power outages (bad for 
you). 

• Baling twine can be 
recycled!  

 
YVAS 6/2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

• Please pick up baling twine and put it where 
Ospreys can’t find it. 

• Got some twine and want to get rid of it?  
Contact Lisa Bessasparis (email: 
OspreyBTC@gmail.com, phone: (406) 698-
9405). 

• Watch for YVAS baling twine recycling centers 
around town. Please help us spread the word! 
Visit www.yvaudubon.org to donate to the 

Osprey Rescue Fund. 
• If you see ANY bird entangled in 
baling twine, please call Dr. Marco 
Restani at (406) 425-2608, or Deb 
Regele at (406) 962-3115 as soon as 
possible…thanks

Entangled Osprey. Deb Regele Photo 

675 feet of baling twine 
recovered from ONE nest. 
Marco Restani Photo 

Entangled nestling that had to be euthanized. Compare 
the right and left legs to see the damage from by 
baling twine. Cameron Sapp Photo 

Twine hanging from a nest. 
Marco Restani Photo 
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