
Birding and Public Land Access 
 

Birders and other recreationists have new opportunities in Montana to contribute to improved 
access to millions of acres of public lands. It is critically important for all outdoor recreationists 
to ante up in support of the lands waters, wildlife and access that they depend on and treasure.  
Hunters and anglers have been contributing funding through licenses and taxes on their 
sporting equipment for many years (see http://www.yvaudubon.org/ , Publications tab, 
Editorials and Opinions, A Nongame Wildlife Focus).  
 
Governor Bullock’s December 18, 2017 announcement about the new Montana Public Land 
Access Network (MT-PLAN) is included below*. Visit the MT-PLAN web site at 
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/trust/mt-plan. The new network allows all recreationists a 
straightforward means of supporting Montana public lands access. 
 
Additionally in 2017, the Governor also created the Montana Office of Outdoor Recreation.  Ms. 
Rachel Vandervoort is the Director.  You can visit that Office’s Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/MTOutdoorRec/    
 
Watch the YVAS Flyer and website and the aforementioned Montana government websites for 
new developments within the MT-PLAN and with the Montana Office of Outdoor Recreation. 
 
State Land Recreational Use Licenses are another great way to support public access on State 
Trust Lands.  See http://dnrc.mt.gov/index/divisions/trust/recreational-use-of-state-land for 
details.  "General recreational use” such as camping, hiking, skiing, sight-seeing, etc. (unless 
incidental to licensed hunting, fishing, and trapping) requires a "State Land Recreational Use 
License".  This license is available from any authorized MT Fish Wildlife and Parks license agent 
or through FWP's online license service at the following web address:  
 https://app.mt.gov/als/index/index.html. License price for 2017 (and likely 2018) is $5.00 for 
seniors (age 60+), $20 per family, or $10 per individual. 
 
Birding, hiking, camping, etc. on federal lands such as US Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, National Park Service  and Fish and Wildlife Service lands is often free 
(exceptions include campground fees, entrance fees).  Visit https://www.fs.fed.us/ , 
https://www.blm.gov/ , https://www.nps.gov/index.htm  and https://www.fws.gov/ for details. 
 
Please support all state and federal public lands access efforts and opportunities and encourage 
your friends to do that too! 
 
Steve Regele  
Yellowstone Valley Audubon Society, president 
  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

* From: Governor Bullock <governor@mt.gov> 

To: [various recipients] 

Subject: Increasing Access to Your Public Lands 

Date: Mon, 18 Dec 2017 17:05:34 -0700 
 

Today, I announced a collaborative and innovative effort to increase access to public lands 

through the new Montana Public Land Access Network, or the MT-PLAN. 
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Public lands are our history, our heritage, and our birthright. We are blessed here in Montana to 

have access to millions of acres of public lands, but there’s always more we can do to increase 

that access. Access to public lands is essential for present and future generations of Montanans 

from all walks of life, and it’s essential for our economy. The MT-PLAN provides an 

opportunity for Montanans to help us gain access to even more of Montana’s public lands. 

  

In Montana, we have a rich history of coming up with collaborative and innovative ways to 

conserve, protect, and open up access to our public lands. During the 2017 Legislative Session, I 

signed House Bill 597 in to law which created a voluntary contribution account and grant 

program, known as the MT-PLAN. 

  

This account will be administered by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation (DNRC) to pursue public access easements to open up public lands for recreational 

purposes and complete projects that enhance existing public access sites across Montana. 

  

The MT-PLAN is widely supported by a diverse range of landowners and sportsmen groups for 

its innovative approach to provide incentives to private landowners for increasing public access 

across private land to otherwise inaccessible public lands. 

  

This grant program is fully funded by private donations to DNRC and the Montana Department 

of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. Individuals or organizations can make a donation when buying a 

wildlife conservation or combination license online or at their locally authorized vendor. All 

donations are tax deductible, and payments to landowners are exempt from taxation. 

  

To find out more about the MT-PLAN or to make a donation, please visit DNRC’s website 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/trust/mt-plan . 

  

Outdoor recreation is a powerful economic engine and we should be doing everything we can to 

expand and protect public access to our public lands, clean air and water, wildlife, and the jobs 

and growing economy that rely on them. Thank you for your commitment, every day, to 

Montana’s public lands, to our economy, and to the values we share as Montanans. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

STEVE BULLOCK 

Governor 

 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/trust/mt-plan

